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ABSTRACT 

This study examined the challenges affecting maritime tourism development in Bonny Local 

Government Area (LGA), Rivers State, Nigeria, with a focus on tourism operators’ 

constraints and their implications for sustainable tourism growth. A descriptive survey 

research design was adopted, with data collected from 138 stakeholders selected from an 

estimated population of 210 using the Taro Yamane formula. Primary data were obtained 

through structured questionnaires and analyzed using descriptive statistics and Pearson 

Product Moment Correlation (PPMC). The findings revealed that major challenges 

confronting tourism operators include inadequate access to finance (Mean = 2.84), 

insufficient government support (Mean = 3.04), lack of training and professional skills (Mean 

= 3.00), environmental and security concerns (Mean = 2.87), and poor collaboration among 

stakeholders (Mean = 3.30). The overall results indicate strong agreement among respondents 

that these factors significantly hinder maritime tourism development in Bonny LGA. 

Furthermore, correlation analysis showed a positive and statistically significant relationship 

between tourism operators’ challenges and maritime tourism development (r = 0.161, p < 

0.05), leading to the rejection of the null hypothesis. The study also established that tourism 

development contributes positively to local economic activities, including job creation and 

income generation, confirming its potential as a viable tool for economic diversification in 

coastal communities. However, the persistence of structural and institutional constraints 
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limits the sector’s full potential. The study concludes that addressing financial, 

infrastructural, and institutional barriers is critical for enhancing sustainable maritime tourism 

development in Bonny LGA. It recommends improved access to funding, strengthened 

stakeholder collaboration, capacity building for operators, and increased government support 

to unlock the economic benefits of maritime tourism. 

 

KEYWORDS: Maritime Tourism, Tourism Operators, Sustainable Development, Stakeholder 

Collaboration, Infrastructure, Coastal Economy, Bonny. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Tourism has increasingly assumed a global significance through the integration of leisure, 

culture, transportation, and economic activities within marine and coastal environments. 

Maritime tourism, in particular, has emerged as a critical driver of coastal development by 

linking maritime activities with cultural heritage and economic advancement. It plays a vital 

role in enhancing the management of coastal regions while promoting sustainable utilization 

of marine resources. Despite these global advancements, maritime tourism development in 

Nigeria remains largely underdeveloped, even with the country’s extensive coastline, inland 

waterways, and rich cultural endowments (Adeleke, 2018). 

Within this national context, Bonny Local Government Area (LGA) of Rivers State occupies 

a strategic position for maritime tourism development. The area is endowed with significant 

natural and cultural resources, including the Atlantic Ocean, the Bonny River, mangrove 

ecosystems, scenic beaches, maritime heritage sites, and traditional boat regattas. These 

features present substantial opportunities for tourism development and socio-economic 

transformation, particularly in terms of employment generation, infrastructure development, 

and economic diversification beyond the oil and gas sector. However, the realization of this 

potential has been hindered by numerous structural, institutional, and socio-economic 

constraints. 

Tourism operators, alongside key stakeholders such as government authorities, community 

leaders, and private investors, are central to the development of maritime tourism in Bonny 

LGA. Their roles encompass policy formulation, destination marketing, infrastructure 

provision, investment facilitation, and community mobilization. Nevertheless, limited 

investment, inadequate policy frameworks, and weak coordination among stakeholders have 

significantly constrained the growth of the sector (Okonkwo & Eze, 2020). This has resulted 

in underutilization of available tourism assets, including beach tourism and cultural festivals, 
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which have the potential to attract both domestic and international visitors if properly 

developed and promoted. 

Furthermore, environmental and infrastructural challenges continue to undermine tourism 

development in the area. Issues such as environmental degradation linked to oil and gas 

activities, inadequate beach infrastructure, insecurity, and poor marketing strategies have 

reduced the competitiveness of Bonny’s tourism offerings compared to other coastal 

destinations (Ajao, 2019). Similarly, cultural and heritage tourism, which is rooted in 

historical relics and traditional institutions, remains underdeveloped due to poor 

documentation, lack of preservation efforts, and absence of comprehensive heritage 

management frameworks (Ugwanyi & Chukwu, 2021). 

Traditional boat regattas, which symbolize the rich maritime culture and social cohesion of 

Bonny communities, also suffer from limited development. Despite their cultural significance 

and potential to attract large audiences, these events are constrained by poor organizational 

structures, inadequate funding, safety concerns, and weak marketing coordination 

(Nwankwo, 2017). Collectively, these challenges highlight the critical barriers faced by 

tourism operators in harnessing the full potential of maritime tourism in the region. 

Given the importance of maritime tourism as a tool for economic development and livelihood 

enhancement, there is a need for a comprehensive and integrated approach to addressing 

these challenges. This study therefore examines the challenges faced by tourism operators 

and how these challenges affect maritime tourism development in Bonny LGA. By situating 

the analysis within the broader framework of sustainable tourism development, the study 

contributes to existing knowledge and provides insights for policy formulation and strategic 

planning aimed at revitalizing maritime tourism in the area (UNWTO, 2022). 

 

Despite the abundance of coastal and cultural resources in Bonny Local Government Area 

(LGA), maritime tourism has not developed to a level where it can significantly contribute to 

sustainable livelihoods, economic diversification, and infrastructure development. The area, 

endowed with natural beaches, rich maritime heritage, traditional boat regattas, and historical 

sites, possesses the potential to become a leading maritime tourism destination in the Niger 

Delta. However, these resources remain largely untapped, underutilized, and poorly managed, 

resulting in a persistent gap between tourism potential and actual development outcomes. 

A major challenge underlying this gap is the inadequacy of institutional and policy 

frameworks to support maritime tourism development. Existing tourism strategies lack clear 

direction for harnessing Bonny’s maritime assets, while local authorities face constraints in 
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terms of technical capacity, financial resources, and institutional effectiveness. This has 

created uncertainty for tourism operators and discouraged private sector investment in key 

tourism areas such as beach tourism, heritage conservation, and regatta-based activities 

(Okonkwo & Eze, 2020). 

In addition, the development of maritime tourism in Bonny LGA is constrained by significant 

infrastructural deficiencies. Poor transport connectivity, inadequate jetty facilities, limited 

accommodation options, unreliable utilities, and insufficient safety measures hinder tourism 

operations and reduce visitor satisfaction. These limitations not only affect the ability of 

tourism operators to expand their services but also diminish the destination’s competitiveness 

and attractiveness (Ajao, 2019). 

Furthermore, ineffective marketing strategies, poor planning of tourism events, and 

environmental challenges such as coastal erosion, pollution, and waste mismanagement have 

negatively impacted beach tourism and carnival development. The absence of reliable 

tourism data also limits informed decision-making and strategic planning (Adeleke, 2018). 

Similarly, heritage tourism faces challenges related to poor documentation, inadequate 

preservation, limited funding, and weak collaboration among stakeholders, thereby 

threatening the sustainability of cultural resources (Ugwanyi & Chukwu, 2021). 

Traditional boat regattas, although culturally significant, have not been fully developed into 

sustainable tourism products due to poor organization, limited funding, lack of technical 

expertise, and insufficient government support. These challenges, coupled with weak 

stakeholder collaboration and limited community involvement, have constrained the growth 

of maritime tourism in Bonny LGA. 

Consequently, maritime tourism in Bonny LGA has not fulfilled its expected role as a 

catalyst for socio-economic development. This study therefore seeks to examine the 

challenges faced by tourism operators and how these challenges affect maritime tourism 

development, with a view to providing insights for sustainable and inclusive tourism 

development in line with global best practices (UNWTO, 2022). 

The study will then be used to explore these issues from a Development Oriented Multi-

Stakeholder approach and assess the effectiveness of these tourism operators’ challenges 

affecting maritime tourism development in bonny; as well as establishing a foundation for 

creating or improving future policy and plans to reposition Maritime Tourism as viable 

Development Strategies for Bonny L.G.A., Rivers State. 
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The main aim of this study is to assess the challenges faced by tourism operators and examine 

how these challenges affect maritime tourism development in Bonny Local Government Area 

(LGA), Rivers State. 

The specific objective of this study is to: 

Assess the challenges faced by tourism operators affecting maritime tourism development in 

Bonny Local Government Area. 

The study seeks to answer the following question: 

What are the major challenges faced by tourism operators that affect the development of 

maritime tourism in Bonny Local Government Area? 

The hypothesis for this study, tested at a 0.05 level of significance, is stated as follows: 

H₀: Tourism operators’ challenges do not have a significant effect on maritime tourism 

development in Bonny Local Government Area. 

This study is geographically confined to Bonny Local Government Area (LGA) of Rivers 

State, Nigeria, with a specific focus on its coastal and riverine environments. The research 

examines maritime tourism activities within beaches, waterways, heritage sites, and host 

communities where tourism-related events such as beach tourism, carnivals, heritage visits, 

and traditional boat regattas take place. 

The study focuses on identifying gaps in maritime tourism development and examining how 

tourism operators’ challenges influence the sector’s capacity to generate employment, 

improve infrastructure, and support economic development. Emphasis is placed on four key 

dimensions: challenges faced by tourism operators, infrastructural deficiencies affecting 

beach and carnival tourism, issues in managing heritage tourism sites, and barriers associated 

with traditional boat regatta tourism. These dimensions are analyzed in relation to policy, 

institutional, infrastructural, socio-cultural, and environmental factors. 

Furthermore, the study considers the perspectives of key stakeholders, including tourism 

operators, local and state government officials, community leaders, heritage custodians, 

regatta organizers, and private sector participants. However, the research is limited to the 

assessment of challenges and their effects on maritime tourism development and does not 

extend to the design or implementation of tourism development projects. Consequently, the 

findings provide context-specific insights relevant to Bonny LGA and similar coastal regions 

in Rivers State. 

This study is significant as it provides an in-depth understanding of maritime tourism 

development in Bonny LGA, a region with considerable but underutilized tourism potential. 
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It contributes to knowledge by examining the challenges affecting tourism development from 

a multi-stakeholder perspective and offers empirical insights for improving tourism planning 

and management. 

For policymakers and government authorities, the study identifies key institutional, 

infrastructural, and regulatory barriers hindering maritime tourism development. The findings 

can inform the formulation of effective tourism policies, integrated coastal development 

strategies, and targeted investments aimed at economic diversification, infrastructure 

improvement, and sustainable community development. 

For tourism operators and private sector stakeholders, the study provides valuable insights 

into operational challenges related to infrastructure, financing, marketing, and stakeholder 

coordination. This can support better decision-making, risk management, and strategic 

partnerships within the tourism industry. 

At the community level, the study highlights the importance of inclusive tourism 

development that respects cultural heritage and promotes local participation. By addressing 

issues related to heritage preservation and traditional boat regattas, the study encourages 

community involvement and equitable distribution of tourism benefits, thereby enhancing 

livelihoods and cultural sustainability. 

Academically, the research contributes to the limited body of literature on maritime tourism 

development in the Niger Delta region. It provides a contextual case study that advances 

understanding of sustainable tourism, coastal development, and livelihood diversification in 

developing economies. The study will serve as a useful reference for researchers, students, 

and scholars in tourism, maritime studies, and regional planning. 

Finally, the study aligns with broader sustainable development goals by demonstrating how 

well-planned maritime tourism can promote economic growth, reduce poverty, improve 

infrastructure, and preserve cultural heritage in Bonny LGA and similar coastal communities 

in Nigeria. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Concept of Tourism Operators’ Challenges  

This conceptual review examines key issues shaping maritime tourism development in Bonny 

Local Government Area (LGA), Rivers State, with emphasis on tourism operators’ 

challenges, infrastructure, cultural tourism, and sustainability. 

Maritime tourism refers to travel and recreational activities centered on seas, rivers, and 

coastal environments, including beach tourism, boat cruises, cultural festivals, and visits to 
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maritime heritage sites (Hall, 2001; UNWTO, 2022). It represents a dynamic interface 

between tourism, transportation, culture, and environmental management, making it a critical 

driver of economic growth in coastal regions. Globally, maritime tourism contributes to 

employment generation, income diversification, and regional development, particularly in 

developing economies where it provides alternative livelihoods (Ashley et al., 2007). 

Despite Nigeria’s vast coastline and rich cultural resources, maritime tourism remains 

underdeveloped due to weak institutional frameworks, inadequate infrastructure, 

environmental degradation, and security concerns (Adeleke, 2018; Ajao, 2019). In Bonny 

LGA, significant tourism assets such as beaches, waterways, cultural festivals, and traditional 

regattas exist, yet their potential is constrained by similar structural and socio-economic 

challenges. 

Tourism operators play a central role in transforming tourism resources into marketable 

products and experiences. They include service providers in accommodation, transportation, 

tour operations, event management, and maritime activities such as boat services and regatta 

organization (Cooper et al., 2008). Their effectiveness determines the competitiveness and 

sustainability of a destination. However, operators in developing regions face numerous 

constraints, including limited access to finance, poor infrastructure, weak institutional 

support, and inadequate human capacity (Rogerson, 2013). 

In Bonny LGA, these challenges are particularly evident. Poor transport systems, unreliable 

utilities, lack of safety facilities, and inadequate jetties increase operational costs and reduce 

service quality. Additionally, regulatory inefficiencies, overlapping government functions, 

and inconsistent policies create uncertainty, discouraging investment and long-term planning 

(Hall, 2001). Environmental issues such as pollution from oil and gas activities further reduce 

the attractiveness of tourism sites and threaten operators’ livelihoods (Adeleke, 2018). 

Tourism infrastructure is fundamental to the development of maritime tourism, encompassing 

both physical (hard) and institutional (soft) components such as roads, ports, accommodation, 

utilities, governance systems, and service delivery mechanisms (Inskeep, 1991; Sharpley, 

2018). In maritime settings, infrastructure must support both land and water transportation 

systems, including jetties, ferry services, safety equipment, and coastal access roads. 

Inadequate infrastructure reduces accessibility, compromises safety, and negatively impacts 

visitor satisfaction, thereby limiting tourism growth (Buhalis, 2000). 

In Bonny LGA, infrastructural deficiencies are pronounced, with poor road connectivity, 

limited accommodation facilities, unreliable electricity and water supply, and underdeveloped 
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waterfront infrastructure. These limitations hinder tourism operations, restrict visitor access, 

and reduce the destination’s competitiveness. Environmental challenges such as coastal 

erosion, flooding, and pollution further complicate infrastructure development and increase 

maintenance costs (Adeleke, 2018). 

Tourism carnivals and festivals are important components of maritime tourism, serving as 

platforms for cultural expression, destination marketing, and economic stimulation (Getz, 

2010). These events enhance destination identity, attract visitors, and generate income 

through tourism-related activities. In coastal areas, festivals often incorporate maritime 

themes such as beach events, fishing competitions, and water-based celebrations (Hall, 2001). 

However, in Bonny LGA, the development of festivals is hindered by poor planning, 

inadequate infrastructure, limited funding, and weak stakeholder collaboration. Many events 

are organized on an ad hoc basis with minimal promotion, reducing their long-term impact 

and sustainability (Rogerson, 2013). Environmental concerns and lack of proper waste 

management further threaten the sustainability of such events (UNWTO, 2022). 

Heritage site management is another critical aspect of maritime tourism, involving the 

preservation, interpretation, and sustainable use of cultural and historical resources (Timothy 

& Boyd, 2003). Effective management ensures that heritage sites contribute to tourism 

development while maintaining their cultural integrity. However, challenges such as poor 

documentation, inadequate funding, weak institutional coordination, and limited community 

involvement hinder heritage tourism in many developing regions (Ugwanyi & Chukwu, 

2021). 

In Bonny LGA, heritage resources linked to maritime history and traditional governance 

systems are underutilized due to neglect and lack of integration into tourism planning. 

Community participation, which is essential for sustainable heritage management, is often 

limited, resulting in reduced local ownership and potential conflicts (Tosun, 2006). 

Traditional boat regatta tourism represents a unique form of maritime cultural tourism, 

showcasing indigenous knowledge, craftsmanship, and social cohesion (Nwankwo, 2017). 

These events have significant economic and cultural value, creating opportunities for local 

businesses and enhancing destination visibility. However, regatta tourism faces challenges 

such as inadequate funding, poor organization, lack of safety standards, and weak 

institutional support (Hall, 2001). 

In Bonny LGA, regattas remain largely community-driven with limited external promotion 

and coordination. The absence of structured planning, sponsorship, and inter-community 
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collaboration limits their potential as sustainable tourism products. Environmental 

degradation of waterways also threatens their long-term viability (UNWTO, 2022). 

Overall, maritime tourism development in Bonny LGA is shaped by the interaction of 

tourism operators, infrastructure, cultural resources, and environmental conditions. While the 

region possesses significant potential, persistent challenges related to finance, infrastructure, 

governance, and environmental sustainability continue to hinder growth. Addressing these 

challenges through integrated planning, stakeholder collaboration, and sustainable practices is 

essential for unlocking the full potential of maritime tourism as a driver of economic 

development and community well-being. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

This study is anchored on key theoretical perspectives that explain the dynamics of maritime 

tourism development, particularly the challenges faced by tourism operators in Bonny Local 

Government Area (LGA), Rivers State. The theories provide a comprehensive lens for 

understanding the interplay between sustainability, stakeholders, community participation, 

infrastructure, and cultural resources. 

The Sustainable Tourism Development Theory emphasizes the need to balance economic 

growth, environmental protection, and socio-cultural integrity in tourism development 

(UNWTO, 2022). It assumes that natural and cultural resources are finite and must be 

preserved, while tourism benefits should be equitably distributed among stakeholders, 

especially host communities. The theory highlights the importance of long-term planning, 

stakeholder engagement, and effective governance. In the context of Bonny LGA, this theory 

explains how environmental degradation, weak institutional frameworks, and limited 

community involvement undermine the sustainability of maritime tourism, thereby restricting 

its potential to generate livelihoods and support infrastructure development. 

The Stakeholder Theory, developed by Freeman (1984), underscores the importance of 

involving all relevant actors’ government agencies, tourism operators, local communities, 

investors, and cultural institutions in decision-making processes. It assumes that collaborative 

engagement leads to more sustainable and inclusive development outcomes. In Bonny LGA, 

weak coordination, limited participation, and fragmented institutional roles have contributed 

to ineffective tourism planning and implementation. This theory highlights the need for 

improved collaboration, resource sharing, and inclusive governance to enhance maritime 

tourism development. 
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The Community-Based Tourism (CBT) Theory focuses on local community ownership, 

participation, and benefit-sharing in tourism development (Tosun, 2006). It posits that 

communities are custodians of tourism resources and should be actively involved in planning 

and management to ensure sustainability and cultural authenticity. In Bonny LGA, where 

tourism resources such as heritage sites and traditional boat regattas are deeply rooted in local 

culture, limited community empowerment and participation have constrained tourism 

development. The theory demonstrates that without community inclusion, tourism initiatives 

are unlikely to achieve long-term success or contribute meaningfully to local livelihoods. 

The infrastructure-Led Development Theory highlights the critical role of infrastructure in 

driving economic growth and sectoral development (Aschauer, 1989). It assumes that 

adequate infrastructure reduces operational costs, improves accessibility, attracts investment, 

and enhances overall competitiveness. In maritime tourism, infrastructure such as jetties, 

transport systems, accommodation, and utilities is essential. The theory explains how 

infrastructural deficiencies in Bonny LGA such as poor transport networks, inadequate 

facilities, and unreliable services limit tourism operators’ performance and hinder the growth 

of maritime tourism. 

Finally, the Cultural Capital Theory, developed by Bourdieu (1986), views culture as a 

valuable asset that can be transformed into economic and social benefits. It emphasizes that 

cultural resources such as heritage sites, festivals, and traditional practices must be properly 

managed, recognized, and supported by institutions to realize their full potential. In Bonny 

LGA, rich cultural assets like traditional boat regattas and historical sites remain 

underutilized due to weak institutional support, poor documentation, and limited marketing. 

This theory highlights the need to strategically harness cultural resources for sustainable 

tourism development and community empowerment. 

In summary, these theories collectively provide a robust framework for analyzing the 

challenges affecting maritime tourism in Bonny LGA. They emphasize sustainability, 

stakeholder collaboration, community participation, infrastructural development, and 

effective utilization of cultural resources as critical factors for enhancing tourism 

development and achieving sustainable economic and social outcomes. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

This study adopted a descriptive survey research design to systematically collect and analyze 

data on the current conditions, practices, perceptions, and challenges associated with 

maritime tourism development in Bonny Local Government Area (LGA), Rivers State. The 
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design was appropriate because it enabled the examination of relationships among key 

variables such as tourism operators’ challenges, infrastructure deficiencies, heritage site 

management, and traditional boat regatta constraints without manipulating the study 

environment. It also allowed for the collection of diverse perspectives from multiple 

stakeholders, including government officials, community leaders, tourism operators, 

promoters, and regatta organizers. 

The study area, Bonny LGA, is a coastal and riverine community in the Niger Delta, 

characterized by waterways, mangrove forests, beaches, and rich cultural heritage. Despite its 

strong potential for maritime tourism, the area faces challenges such as poor infrastructure, 

limited accessibility, environmental issues, and weak institutional coordination, justifying its 

selection for the study. 

The population of the study comprised approximately 210 stakeholders actively involved in 

maritime tourism development. These included tourism operators (70), government officials 

(30), community leaders and heritage custodians (45), tourism promoters and carnival 

organizers (35), and traditional boat regatta operators (30). This diverse population ensured a 

comprehensive representation of all relevant sectors. 

Using the Taro Yamane (1967) formula,  

S=  

Where; 

S = sample size 

N = total population 

e = level of significance at 0.05. 

Thus, 

SS= . 

S=  

𝑠 ≈ 138 

 

A sample size of 138 respondents was determined to be statistically adequate. A multi-stage 

sampling technique was employed, combining purposive and stratified random sampling. 

Purposive sampling identified key stakeholder groups with relevant knowledge, while 

stratified and simple random sampling ensured proportional and unbiased representation 

within each group. This approach enhanced the reliability and generalizability of the findings. 
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Primary data were collected through structured questionnaires, supplemented by informal 

discussions with key stakeholders. The questionnaire was designed in line with the study 

objectives and included sections on respondents’ demographics and key issues affecting 

maritime tourism. Responses were measured using a Likert scale to facilitate quantitative 

analysis. 

To ensure validity, the instrument underwent expert review for clarity, relevance, and content 

adequacy, leading to necessary revisions. Reliability was tested through a pilot study in a 

similar coastal area, and Cronbach’s Alpha confirmed high internal consistency of the 

instrument. 

Data collection was conducted through face-to-face administration of questionnaires with the 

assistance of trained research assistants, ensuring clarity and completeness of responses. For 

data analysis, both descriptive statistics (frequencies, percentages, means, and standard 

deviation) and inferential statistics were used to summarize data and test hypotheses. Results 

were presented in tables and discussed in relation to the study objectives. 

Finally, ethical considerations were strictly observed. Participation was voluntary, and 

respondents were assured of confidentiality and anonymity. The study also respected local 

cultural values and ensured that all information collected was used solely for academic 

purposes. 

Overall, this research design provided a robust framework for examining the multifaceted 

challenges of maritime tourism development in Bonny LGA. 

 

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 

Univariate Analysis  

The primary data sourced as regards Tourism Operators’ Challenges affecting Maritime 

Tourism Development in Bonny Local Government Area, Rivers State as analyzed using 

descriptive statistics such as the simple percentage, frequency, tables and weighted mean 

scores are presented in this section as follow:  

 

Table 4.1: Univariate Analysis of Questionnaire Items on Tourism Operators’ 

Challenges. 

S/N Questionnaire Items on 

Tourism Operators’ 

Challenges 

SA 

(%) 

A 

(%) 

D 

(%) 

SD 

 (%) 

MEAN DECISION 

1. Inadequate access to 

finance affects the 

operations of tourism 

     30  

(21.7%) 

     67  

(48.6) 

30 

(21.7) 

      11  

(8.0%) 

2.84 Agreed 
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operators in Bonny LGA. 

2. Government support for 

tourism operators in 

Bonny LGA is 

insufficient satisfaction in 

our bank 

      40  

(29.0%) 

     71  

(51.4%) 

     19  

(13.8) 

      8  

(5.8%) 

3.04 Agreed 

3. 

 

 

 

Lack of training and 

professional skills limits 

the efficiency of tourism 

operators. 

43 

(31.2%) 

59 

(42.8) 

29 

(21.0%) 

7 

(5.1%) 

3.0 Agreed 

 

 

4. 

 

Environmental and 

security challenges 

negatively affect tourism 

operators’ activities. 

26 

(18.8%) 

63 

(45.7%) 

43 

(31.2%) 

6 

(4.3%) 

 

2.87 Agreed 

5. 

 

Poor collaboration among 

tourism operators hinders 

maritime tourism 

development 

46 

(33.3%) 

70 

(50.8) 

18 

(13.0%) 

4 

(2.9%) 

 

3.3 Agreed 

  

Source: Field Survey (2026). 

 

Key: SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly Disagree 

Table 4.1 presents the univariate analysis of response rates on internet banking measured on a 

5-item instrument and scaled on a 4-point Likert scale. The results in the table showed that 

questionnaire items on Tourism Operators’ Challenges have the weighted mean ratings of 

3.3, 3.0, and 3.04 which are above the criterion mean of 3.0 and are therefore accepted. This 

means that there is sufficient statistical evidence to infer that the respondents are in 

agreement with these five questionnaire items on assess the tourism operators’ challenges 

affecting maritime tourism development in Bonny LGA) 

 

Testing of Research Hypothesis 

H01:  Tourism operators’ challenges do not have a significant effect on maritime tourism 

development in Bonny Local Government Area. 

HA1: Tourism operators’ challenges have a significant effect on maritime tourism 

development in Bonny Local Government Area. 

 

Table 4.2: Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) Analysis of Tourism 

Operators’ Challenges 

 Inadequate access to 

finance affects the 

Poor collaboration 

among tourism 
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operations of 

tourism 

operators hinders 

maritime tourism 

 Inadequate access to 

finance affects the 

operations of tourism 

Pearson 

Correlation 

1 .161** 

Sig. (2-

tailed) 

. .059 

N 138 138 

Poor collaboration 

among tourism 

operators hinders 

maritime tourism 

Pearson 

Correlation 

.161** 1 

Sig. (2-

tailed) 

.059 . 

N 138 138 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

 

Table 4.2 above reveals that there is a positive relationship between Inadequate access to 

finance affects the operations and Poor collaboration among tourism operators in Bonny. This 

is because the correlation coefficient (r) is positive and greater than 0.138 i.e. r= 0.161. Also, 

since the significant value (p-value) of 0.059 is less than alpha value of 0.05, we therefore 

reject the null hypothesis one (H01) and accept alternate hypothesis one (HA1). The conclusion 

is that there is a significant relationship between Challenges of Tourism Development in 

Bonny Local Government Area, Rivers State. 

 

DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

The results revealed that tourism development has a statistically significant positive effect on 

local economic activities in Bonny Local Government Area. The regression results showed a 

positive coefficient for tourism development, indicating that improvements in tourism-related 

activities such as beach usage, water transport services, and cultural festivals contribute 

meaningfully to income generation and employment creation within the study area. The 

significance of the coefficient at the 5% level (p < 0.05) confirms that the relationship is not 

due to chance. This finding is consistent with earlier empirical works which established that 

coastal and maritime tourism stimulates local economies through multiplier effects on trade, 

hospitality, and transport services (Brida, Cortes-Jimenez & Pulina, 2016; Mensah, 2017). 

Similarly, the finding aligns with the study of Adebayo and Iweka (2020), who reported that 

tourism development in coastal communities in Nigeria significantly enhances household 

income and small business growth. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The study examined tourism operators’ challenges and their effects on maritime tourism 

development in Bonny Local Government Area (LGA), Rivers State. Findings from the 
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univariate analysis revealed that key constraints including inadequate access to finance, 

insufficient government support, lack of professional skills, environmental and security 

challenges, and poor collaboration among operators are prevalent and significantly affect 

tourism activities in the area. The weighted mean scores indicated strong agreement among 

respondents that these challenges hinder effective tourism operations. 

The hypothesis testing further confirmed a significant positive relationship between tourism 

operators’ challenges and maritime tourism development. This implies that the extent and 

severity of these challenges directly influence the growth and performance of the sector. In 

addition, the study established that improvements in tourism activities contribute positively to 

local economic development through job creation, income generation, and stimulation of 

related sectors such as transport and hospitality. 

Overall, the findings demonstrate that while Bonny LGA possesses strong potential for 

maritime tourism given its cultural heritage, waterways, and festivals this potential remains 

underutilized due to structural, institutional, and operational constraints. Addressing these 

challenges is therefore critical to unlocking sustainable tourism development and enhancing 

its contribution to the local economy. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Government and financial institutions should establish targeted funding schemes, soft 

loans, and grants for tourism operators. This will enable them to expand operations, 

improve service delivery, and invest in modern tourism facilities. 

2. There is a need for increased government intervention through clear tourism policies, 

incentives, and institutional support. Public-private partnerships should be encouraged to 

drive investment and sector growth. 

3. Regular training programs, workshops, and skill development initiatives should be 

organized for tourism operators to enhance professionalism, service quality, and 

competitiveness in the industry. 

4. Authorities should improve security in tourism areas and enforce environmental 

protection measures to ensure a safe and attractive destination for visitors. 

5. Stronger collaboration among tourism operators, government agencies, community 

leaders, and private investors should be encouraged. Establishing tourism associations or 

clusters can enhance coordination and collective action. 

6. Provision of basic infrastructure such as roads, jetties, electricity, and sanitation facilities 

is essential to support tourism activities and improve visitor experience. 
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7. Traditional boat regattas, festivals, and heritage sites should be promoted through better 

funding, marketing, and institutional backing to maximize their tourism potential. 

8. Local communities should be actively involved in tourism planning and benefit-sharing to 

ensure sustainability, cultural preservation, and local support for tourism initiatives. 

By implementing these recommendations, Bonny LGA can overcome existing challenges and 

harness its maritime tourism potential for sustainable economic development. 
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