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ABSTRACT

The legitimacy of representative democracy rests upon electoral consent and continuous
public accountability. While democratic systems empower citizens to elect their
representatives, they often provide limited mechanisms for citizens to evaluate or remove
underperforming representatives between elections. This paper proposes two complementary
democratic account ability mechanisms: the Right to Recall (RTR) and the Right to
Forfeiture of Candidature (RFC).

The study argues that electoral democracy must evolve into participatory accountability
democracy, where citizens retain meaningful oversight over elected officials throughout their
tenure. Drawing upon democratic theory, comparative international experiences,
constitutional principles, governance studies, and public accountability frameworks, this

paper develops a conceptual model suitable for India.

The proposed framework seeks to strengthen public trust, improve responsiveness,
discourage corruption, increase citizen participation, and reinforce democratic legitimacy

while preserving political stability.

KEYWORDS: Right to Recall, Electoral Accountability, Democratic Reform, Citizen

Participation, Public Governance, Political Ethics, Representative Democracy, India.

Copyright@ Page 1


https://doi-doi.org/101555/ijrpa.3594
http://www.ijrpa.com/

International Journal Research Publication Analysis

1. INTRODUCTION
Representativedemocracyassumesthatelectedofficialsact inthepublicinterestthroughout their

tenure. However, democratic legitimacy cannot be confined solely to election day.

Across many democracies, citizens increasingly express concerns regarding:
* Political disengagement after elections.

* Declining responsiveness of representatives.

» Corruptionandabuseofpublicoffice.

*  Weakaccountabilitymechanisms.

» Limitedcitizen influence between electoral cycles.

Indiafacessimilarchallenges. Whileelectionsoccurregularlyandpeacefully, manycitizens
perceive a widening gap between electoral promises and governance outcomes.
Thispaperexamineswhetherdemocraticaccountabilitycanbestrengthenedthroughinstitutional
reforms that provide citizens with structured mechanisms to review, recall, or disqualify

elected representatives under defined circumstances.

2. THEDEMOCRATICACCOUNTABILITYDEFICIT

Electoral AuthorizationversusContinuousAccountability
Currentelectoralsystemsprovidestrongmechanismsfor selectionbutweakmechanismsfor mid-
term accountability.

Citizensmaychooserepresentatives, yettheyoftenlack meaningfulinstitutionaltoolsto evaluate

performance before the next election.

ConsequencesofAccountabilityDeficits

* Reducedpublictrust.ePoliticalalienation.Governanceinefficiencies.eIncreased opportunities

for corruption. * Declining citizen participation.

3. THE ORETICAL FOUNDATIONS
SocialContractTheory
John Locke argued that political authorityderives fromthe consent ofthe governed.

[fauthorityoriginatesfromcitizens,citizensshouldretainmechanismsforoversight.

Popular Sovereignty

Jean-JacquesRousseauemphasizedthatsovereigntyultimatelyresideswiththepeople. TheRightto
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Recallcanbeinterpretedasapracticalexpressionofpopularsovereignty.

Participatory Democracy
Moderndemocratictheoristsadvocategreatercitizeninvolvementbeyondperiodicvoting.  RTR

and RFC align with participatory democratic principles.

4. COMPARATIVEINTERNATIONALEXPERIENCE

Switzerland

Several Swiss cantons permit forms of recall and direct democratic intervention.
TheSwissexperiencedemonstratesthefeasibilityofcitizenoversight mechanisms.

UnitedStates

Multiplestatespermitrecallelections. Notable examples include:

* CaliforniaGovernor RecallElections.eLocalgovernmentrecalls.*Schoolboard recalls.

These mechanisms demonstrate that recall procedures can coexist withstabledemocratic

institutions.

Taiwan

Taiwanhas expandedrecallrightssignificantly.
Citizen-ledrecallinitiativeshavebecomepartofdemocraticaccountabilitypractices.

Venezuela
TheVenezuelanConstitutionincludesprovisionsforrecallingelectedofficialsthrough

referendums.

Canada
Certainprovinceshaveexperimentedwithrecalllegislation. Lessons highlight the importance of

proceduralsafeguards.

5. THE RIGHT TORE CALL(RTR)

Definition
Acitizen-drivenmechanismallowingremovalofelectedrepresentativesbeforetheexpirationof
their term.

Objectives
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» Accountability.*Responsiveness.*Citizenempowerment.eImproved governance.

Grounds for Recall
* Persistent neglect ofconstituencyduties.eFailuretoaddresspublicgrievances.*Chronic

absenteeism. * Significant loss of public confidence.

6. THE RIGHT TO FOR FEITURE OF CANDIDATURE(RFC)
Concept
Ademocratic mechanismenablingcitizensto seekdisqualificationofrepresentativesengaging in

severe ethical misconduct.

Possible Grounds
* Provencorruption. *Abuseofpublicoffice. *Anti-constitutionalconduct. *Hatespeech.

Deliberate incitement of social conflict.

Purpose
Toprotectdemocraticintegrityandpublictrust.

7. PUBLIC COMMITMENT CHARTERS
ThispaperproposesmandatoryPublicRepresentativeCommitment Charters(PRCC). Candidates
should disclose:

* Development priorities.sImplementationtimelines.*Constituencyobjectives.»Annual progress
indicators.

Thechartershould bepubliclyaccessible.

8. IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK FOR INDIA

Constitutional Amendments

Potentialamendments mayberequiredto:

* Articlesconcerninglegislativemembership.Election-relatedprovisions.*Representationof the

People Act.

Election Commission Oversight
TheElectionCommissionofIndiamaysupervise:

* Recallpetitions.*Signatureverification.*Citizenvoting processes.
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Safeguards
Topreventmisuse:

* Highsignaturethresholds.+Independent scrutiny.*Evidence-basedreview.eJudicial oversight.

9. EXPECTEDBENEFITS
* Increasedaccountability.sImprovedgovernance quality.sGreatercitizenparticipation.e

Reduced political alienation. « Enhanced democratic legitimacy.

10. RISKS AND LIMITATIONS

* Politicalinstability.*Misusebyrivalgroups.*Frequentelections.* Administrativecosts.
These concerns can be mitigated through proceduralsafeguards.

11. POLICYRECOMMENDATIONS

12. PilotRecallSystemsatLocalGovernmentLevels.

13. IntroducePublicRepresentativeCommitmentCharters.
14. EstablishAnnualConstituencyAccountabilityReports.
15. CreateCitizenPerformanceReviewPlatforms.

16. ConductPublicConsultationonR TRandRFCreforms.

17. CONCLUSION

Democracymustcontinuouslyevolvetoremainresponsivetocitizens.

TheRight toRecallandRight toForfeitureofCandidaturerepresent innovativemechanismsfor
strengthening accountability without undermining democratic legitimacy.

The centralproposition of this paper is that citizens who possess the authorityto elect their
representativesshouldalsopossessconstitutionallyregulatedmechanismstoevaluate,review, and

where necessary, remove those representatives who fail to uphold public trust.
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