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ABSTRACT 

This research paper presents an analytical study of the educational relevance of Jain 

philosophy within the Indian education system under the National Education Policy (NEP) 

2020. In the current global scenario, where the purpose of education is increasingly limited to 

vocational skills, the educational philosophy of Jainism provides an ethical and holistic 

foundation for building a 'complete human being.' The core focus of this research is to 

integrate the three fundamental principles of Jain philosophy Anekantavada (Non-

absolutism), Ahimsa (Non-violence), and Aparigraha (Non-possession) with the goals of 

modern education. The principle of Anekantavada fosters intellectual tolerance, critical 

thinking, and a multi-dimensional perspective in students, which is essential to strengthening 

the multidisciplinary framework of NEP 2020. Through the principle of Ahimsa, this paper 

advocates for an inclusive and stress-free learning environment, which is vital for students' 

mental health and social harmony. Similarly, the concept of Aparigraha encourages 

simplicity, contentment, and environmental consciousness, aligning with the global goals of 

'Sustainable Development.' This research clarifies that Jain philosophy is not merely a 

religious ideology but a practical 'science of living.' Its 'Triratna' (Right Knowledge, Right 

Faith, and Right Conduct) model is an ancient yet effective tool for achieving the 'Learning 

Outcomes' of NEP 2020. The study establishes that if Jain philosophy is integrated as a part 

of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in the curriculum, it can play a significant role in the 

process of the 'decolonization' of education. Ultimately, this research concludes that the 

integration of Jain philosophy provides students with pride in their cultural roots and 
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curiosity toward a modern scientific outlook. It provides an 'ethical shield' to the education 

system, creating global citizens who are deeply connected to their roots and intellectually 

capable of facing future challenges. This research serves as a guide for policymakers and 

educationists who aim to build an India where knowledge, compassion, and scientific temper 

coexist. 

 

KEYWORDS: National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020), Jain Philosophy, Indian 

Knowledge System (IKS), Educational Relevance. 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of education is not merely to equip individuals with information, but to awaken 

the human potential hidden within them. The vision of the National Education Policy (NEP) 

2020 is precisely this to build an education system that can re-establish India as a 'global 

knowledge superpower.' This policy moves away from the traditional rote-learning method 

and emphasizes holistic, logical, and multidisciplinary learning. To achieve this goal, the 

'Indian Knowledge System' (IKS) is being integrated as an essential part of the curriculum. In 

this context, the educational relevance of 'Jain Philosophy' has become a subject of 

significant and contemporary study. 

Jain philosophy is a highly ancient and rational school of thought within Indian Shramana 

culture. Since its inception, this philosophy has considered knowledge as a means to 

liberation—"Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktaye" (Education is that which liberates). The three pillars of 

Jain philosophy—Ahimsa, Anekantavada, and Aparigraha—are not just philosophical 

concepts, but are also the best life-skills for today's complex educational environment. 

Anekantavada develops intellectual tolerance and multi-dimensional thinking in students, 

which is mandatory to achieve the goal of 'Critical Thinking' under NEP 2020. The spirit of 

Ahimsa helps in creating an inclusive and stress-free learning environment, while Aparigraha 

inspires students to be environmentally conscious and adopt a restrained lifestyle. 

This research paper will analyze how these eternal principles of Jain philosophy can be 

integrated into the modern educational framework of NEP 2020. This paper will not only 

underline the educational utility of Jain philosophy but will also establish how this 

knowledge tradition, rooted in Indian origins, is capable of preparing students as ethical, 

logical, and self-restrained citizens in today's global competition. This study is an academic 

effort toward the 'decolonization' of education and reconnecting it with human dignity. The 

integration of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into the Indian education system is a 
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highly significant and visionary decision of NEP 2020. This initiative acts as a bridge 

between India's ancient intellectual property and a modern scientific outlook. IKS is not just a 

subject of history; it is a contemporary academic tool for finding solutions to future 

challenges. 

 

2.0 Philosophical Basis of IKS 

The core mantra of the Indian education system has been "Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktaye" that is, 

education is that which liberates one from the bonds of ignorance. In ancient India, the 

purpose of education was not merely to provide vocational skills, but to ensure the holistic 

development of the individual, character building, and the realization of social responsibility. 

This system is imbued with the spirit of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' (the world is one family), 

which is essential for global peace and coexistence in today's era of globalization. 

 

3.0 Integration into the Educational Curriculum 

The main objective behind including the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in the curriculum 

under NEP 2020 is to develop pride in one’s cultural roots and scientific curiosity among 

students. Its key pillars are as follows: 

• Holistic Learning: In the Indian knowledge tradition, science, mathematics, astronomy, 

Ayurveda, and philosophy are not considered separate, but complementary. This 

interdisciplinary approach is essential for solving today's complex problems. 

• Logical Thinking: The study of logic and scientific methodology inherent in the 'Nyaya' 

and 'Vaisheshika' schools of Indian philosophy makes students' analytical abilities more sharp 

and refined. 

• Sustainable Lifestyle: IKS has a deep connection with nature. The principles of the 

Pancha-Mahabhutas (five elements) and moral ideals of living provide students with 

practical lessons in 'Sustainable Development,' which is helpful in resolving environmental 

crises. 

 

4.0 Challenges and Future Direction 

The true objective of IKS is not the blind imitation of traditions, but their re-evaluation in a 

modern context. The challenge lies in how we integrate these ancient principles with modern 

language, coding, data analysis, and modern research methodologies. When we combine 

ancient mathematical formulas and metallurgical techniques with contemporary innovation, 

students are able to conduct more effective and original research. 
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The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a revolutionary and comprehensive reform in 

the Indian education system, introduced after a long gap of 34 years. The main objective of 

this policy is to establish India as a 'Global Knowledge Superpower' and to make education 

flexible, holistic, and inclusive, in line with the challenges of the 21st century. The most 

significant feature of the policy is the transition of the current '10+2' structure of school 

education into the '5+3+3+4' model, which emphasizes play-based and logical development 

from early childhood. 

This policy eliminates the traditional method of rote learning and promotes conceptual 

clarity, creativity, and critical thinking. It grants students the complete freedom to choose 

subjects according to their interests, thereby reducing the rigid division between science and 

the arts. Additionally, it is recommended that the medium of instruction until at least Grade 5 

(preferably Grade 8) be the mother tongue or local language to strengthen the foundation of 

children. 

At the higher education level, this policy provides flexibility to students through a 'Multiple 

Exit' system, allowing them to continue or pause their education as per their convenience. 

Furthermore, efforts have been made to improve the quality of education through continuous 

professional development for teachers and national assessment centers like 'PARAKH'. The 

ultimate goal of NEP 2020 is to create an education system that is deeply rooted in Indian 

values and knowledge traditions (IKS), yet possesses a perspective that is modern, scientific, 

and compatible with global competition. This policy is built on the principles of inclusivity, 

equality, and quality, which will serve as the foundation for building a strong and self-reliant 

India in the future. 

 

5.0 Meaning of Jain Philosophy 

The word 'Jain' is derived from the Sanskrit root 'Jina', which means 'conqueror'. A person 

who has conquered their mind, speech, body, as well as their attachments, aversions, and 

delusions is called a 'Jina'. Thus, Jain philosophy refers to the ideology that paves the way for 

self-conquest. Followers of Jain philosophy are called 'Jains', as they follow the teachings of 

the 'Jinas'. 
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6.0 Definition of Jain Philosophy 

Jain philosophy is primarily considered a part of the 'Shramana culture'. It can be simply 

defined as follows: 

1. As a Philosophy of Life: "Jain philosophy is a metaphysics that clarifies the nature of 

Jiva (soul) and Ajiva (matter/non-living) and shows the path of 'Right Faith' (Samyak 

Darshan), 'Right Knowledge' (Samyak Jnana), and 'Right Conduct' (Samyak Charitra) 

collectively known as the Triratna for self-purification." 

2. Scientific and Logical Definition: "Jain philosophy is a realistic and pluralistic ideology 

that understands the complexities of the world through Anekantavada (the doctrine of many-

sidedness of truth) and teaches the art of living by considering Ahimsa (non-violence) as the 

supreme dharma." 

 

7.0 Fundamental Elements 

The complete definition of Jain philosophy remains incomplete without its three main pillars: 

• Ahimsa: Its core mantra is "Ahimsa Paramo Dharma" (Non-violence is the supreme 

duty). Here, non-violence does not just mean the absence of physical violence, but 

maintaining a feeling of friendship and compassion toward all living beings. 

• Anekantavada: This is the principle of the relativity of truth. This philosophy teaches that 

truth is not singular but multifaceted. It is the foundation of intellectual tolerance. 

• Aparigraha: This is the abandonment of attachment to material possessions, leading the 

individual toward mental peace and environmental balance. 

 

8.0 Characteristics of Jain Philosophy 

1. Anekantavada (Doctrine of Many-sidedness): This is the most fundamental and 

scientific feature of Jain philosophy. It posits that truth has many aspects, and no single 

perspective can provide a complete understanding of truth. 

2. Ahimsa Paramo Dharma: Non-violence in Jainism is comprehensive, encompassing 

thought, speech, and action. It supports 'ecological balance', providing a strong basis for 

modern environmental protection. 

3. Aparigraha: In an era of materialism, this principle discourages consumerism and 

promotes a simple life and equitable distribution of resources. 

4. Theory of Karma and Individual Effort (Purushartha): Jainism does not consider God 

as the creator of the universe. Every soul is the architect of its own destiny through its efforts. 
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5. The Triratna: Right Faith, Right Knowledge, and Right Conduct are essential for 

attaining liberation. 

6. Discourse on Jiva and Ajiva: This division of the universe into 'consciousness' and 

'matter' aligns with scientific principles regarding the relationship between matter and energy. 

7. Concept of Moksha: The goal is for the soul to be liberated from all karmic bondage and 

attain its pure, infinite state through one's own spiritual practice. 

 

9.0 Literature Survey: Educational Relevance in the Context of NEP 2020 

The literature survey establishes a bridge between ancient traditions and modern educational 

reforms. It emphasizes that Jain philosophy is a 'value-based pedagogy' aligned with the 

'holistic education' goals of NEP 2020. 

1. Epistemology: Jainism’s Anekantavada serves as the basis for modern 'critical thinking,' 

fostering intellectual tolerance. 

2. Value-based Education: The Pancha Mahavratas (five great vows) align with the 

constitutional and ethical values described in NEP 2020. 

3. Teaching Methods: The Jain tradition of Guru-Shishya (Teacher-Student) is 

'experiential', which resonates with the 'Learning Outcomes' model of NEP 2020. 

4. Social Inclusion: The spirit of Ahimsa and Jiva-Daya (compassion for living beings) 

fosters an inclusive education system where every student is respected. 

 

10. Educational Philosophy of Jainism 

The educational philosophy of Jainism is based on an ancient, practical, and scientific system 

of living. While it paves the way for soul purification and liberation, it also provides a robust 

framework for the holistic development of an individual. In contemporary times, where the 

purpose of education has often been reduced to mere employment, the educational 

philosophy of Jainism reinforces 'character building', 'wisdom', and 'human values'. 

Here is the English translation of the text provided: 

 

11.0 Educational Philosophy of Jainism 

According to Jain philosophy, the meaning of education is not merely the accumulation of 

information, but the kindling of the light of 'Self-Knowledge' by dispelling the darkness of 

'ignorance.' Its core foundation is "Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktaye" (Education is that which 

liberates). Education is that which frees an individual from the shackles of worldly 

attachments, passions (Raga-Dvesha), and ignorance. Jain texts, especially the Tattvartha 

Sutra, shed deep light on the nature of knowledge and the process of its acquisition. 
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12.0 Objectives of Education 

According to Jain philosophy, the objectives of education can be divided into the following 

points: 

1. Development of Right Knowledge (Samyak Jnana): The primary objective of education 

is to attain true knowledge. Jain philosophy describes five types of knowledge Mati, Shrut, 

Avadhi, Manahparyaya, and Kevala Jnana. The function of education is to instill 

discernment in the student so that they can distinguish between truth and falsehood. 

2. Moral and Character Development: The goal of education is not just intellectual growth 

but character elevation. The 'Five Great Vows' (Pancha Mahavratas)—Non-violence, Truth, 

Non-stealing, Celibacy, and Non-possession—should be internalized in the student's 

character through education. 

3. Self-Realization: The ultimate goal of education is to introduce the individual to 

themselves. When a student knows themselves, they become more responsible toward 

creation. 

4. Social Responsibility: Through Anekantavada, Jain philosophy teaches the student that 

everyone’s perspective is important in society. Therefore, the purpose of education is to 

create a citizen who is tolerant and altruistic. 

 

13.0 Teaching Methods in Jain Philosophy 

The process of teaching in Jain philosophy has been highly psychological: 

• Experiential Learning: In the Guru-Shishya tradition, education was not meant to be 

memorized but to be embodied in life. Students sought truth through their own experiences 

under the guidance of the teacher. 

• Dialectical Method: The principles of Anekantavada and Syadvada are excellent for 

logical thinking. Students were encouraged to view and understand various aspects of a 

subject. This is a form of modern research methodology. 

• Listening, Contemplation, and Meditation (Shravana, Manana, Nididhyasana): The 

complete process of education consists of listening to knowledge attentively, contemplating it 

logically, and finally embodying it in one's behavior. 

 

14.0 Curriculum Structure 

According to Jain educational philosophy, the curriculum should be holistic: 

• Spiritual Education: Study of scriptures for self-realization and ethics. 
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• Practical Education: Study of subjects like mathematics, astronomy, grammar, and 

architecture, which were developed by Jain scholars of that time. 

• Environmental Education: Compassion for living beings and the limited use of natural 

resources were integral parts of the curriculum, which is indispensable today for 'Sustainable 

Development.' 

 

15.0 Jain Philosophy and Modern Education (NEP 2020) 

Integrating the principles of Jain philosophy into the current Indian education system would 

help fulfill the objectives of NEP 2020: 

• Anekantavada vs. Multidisciplinary Education: NEP 2020 allows students to study 

through an interdisciplinary approach. Anekantavada also teaches that multiple perspectives 

are needed to solve any problem. 

• Ahimsa vs. Mental Health: The rising stress among students today is a matter of concern. 

The spirit of non-violence not only provides external peace but is also the foundation for 

internal mental peace. 

• Aparigraha vs. Consumerism: For today's students, who are caught in the trap of heavy 

competition and attachment to material objects, the principle of Aparigraha can teach them 

the lesson of 'contentment' and 'self-restraint.' 

 

16.0 The Place of the Teacher (Guru) in Jain Philosophy 

In Jain philosophy, the place of the teacher or 'Guru' is extremely glorious and dignified. The 

Guru is considered not just an information provider, but a guide to the 'path of liberation.' In 

the Jain tradition, the Guru is not merely a salaried teacher but a practitioner following in the 

footsteps of the 'Jina' (Conqueror) who has attained complete victory over their senses, 

attachment, aversion, delusion, and anger. Moral purity along with scholarship is a mandatory 

requirement for an ideal Guru. 

 

The role of a teacher can be understood from the following perspectives: 

1. As a Character Model: Jain philosophy believes that the teacher's personality is the 

greatest proof of their teachings. If the teacher does not practice non-violence, truth, etc., 

their teaching is ineffective. The Guru’s conduct is a 'living curriculum' for the student. 

2. Guide and Motivator: The Jain Guru's task is not just to provide bookish knowledge but 

to identify and develop the student's inherent potential. The Guru's duty is to provide the 

student with the perspective of Anekantavada so that they can understand various aspects of 

truth and be freed from intellectual narrowness. 
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3. Personality Builder: The aim of education in Jainism is to build a 'complete human.' The 

teacher acts as a sculptor in this process, teaching students how to keep their minds calm 

amidst the chaos of the outer world and continue moving forward on the path of self-welfare. 

4. Conveyor of Self-Restraint: An important task of the Guru is to sow the seeds of 'self-

restraint' within the student. In the Jain educational method, the Guru trains the student in 

controlling their senses and achieving mental balance. 

 

In conclusion, in Jain philosophy, the teacher is considered a 'beacon of knowledge.' The 

relationship between teacher and student here is not just professional but a spiritual bond, 

where the teacher leads the student to the height where they can become the architect of their 

own destiny and the conqueror of their own soul. 

Jain philosophy emphasizes making a person a 'complete human' rather than just a 

'professional.' This philosophy accepts that human development lies in the harmony of 

intellectual, physical, and spiritual aspects. Where the modern education system is focused on 

technical and vocational development, Jain philosophy provides it with a 'shield of morality.' 

If we are dreaming of an India that stands with its ancient genius and modern scientific 

progress, it is imperative to include the principles of Jain philosophy in education. It will not 

only humanize education but will lay the foundation for a society that is tolerant, non-violent, 

and self-restrained. The essence of Jain educational philosophy lies in the fact that the goal of 

education is not just to win the outer world, but to become a better human being by 

conquering the passions within. 

 

17.0 The Status of the Disciple in Jain Philosophy 

In Jain philosophy, the status of a disciple (Shishya) is not merely that of a 'learner,' but that 

of a 'seeker' (Sadhaka). Just as the Guru is compared to a 'beacon of light,' the disciple is 

likened to a 'vessel' capable of receiving that light. In the Jain tradition, a disciple is also 

called an 'Antevasi,' meaning one who stays near the Guru to receive education and values. 

 

The status and role of a disciple in Jain philosophy can be understood through the following 

points: 

1. Symbol of Curiosity and Humility: The first qualification of a disciple is 'humility.' 

Without humility, the attainment of knowledge is considered impossible. An ideal disciple 

possesses a thirst for 'Right Faith' (Samyak Darshan) and maintains logical curiosity to 

understand the truth, rather than just asking questions. They practice viewing things through 

the 'Anekantavada' perspective, which frees them from prejudices. 
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2. Importance of the Vessel and Individual Effort (Purushartha): In Jain philosophy, a 

disciple is considered the 'architect of their own salvation.' The Guru can only show the path, 

but the effort to walk it must come from the disciple. If the disciple's mind is not pure, the 

knowledge imparted by the Guru will not bear fruit. Thus, the disciple's status is based on 

'self-exertion.' 

3. Practitioner of the Three Jewels (Triratna): The disciple is a practitioner of the Triratna 

(Right Faith, Right Knowledge, and Right Conduct). Their primary task is to embody the 

knowledge received from the Guru into their daily conduct. A disciple who does not align 

their character with their knowledge is not considered a true disciple in the Jain tradition. 

4. Dedication in the Guru-Shishya Tradition: The disciple’s status is one of unwavering 

faith and dedication toward the Guru. This dedication is not blind faith, but 'intellectual and 

spiritual reverence.' By staying in the Guru's presence, the disciple adopts moral vows like 

'Non-violence' and 'Non-possession' into their life, striving to erase their ego, which is the 

greatest barrier to knowledge. 

5. As a Future Guide: The ultimate goal for a disciple in Jain philosophy is to keep alive the 

possibility of becoming a 'Jina' themselves. Their goal is not just to receive knowledge, but to 

become a source of knowledge. A great disciple eventually becomes a Guru themselves, 

carrying the tradition forward and spreading the message of non-violence, compassion, and 

non-absolutism. 

 

The status of the disciple is one of great glory and responsibility. If the Guru is a 'lamp,' the 

disciple is the 'wick' that, once lit by the Guru's grace, spreads the light of knowledge. They 

are a confluence of penance, learning, and humility, ultimately purifying their soul to become 

eligible for 'Moksha' (liberation). 

 

18.0 Educational Relevance of Jain Philosophy 

The history of the Indian education system is among the oldest and richest in the world. 

Currently, through the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, India is undergoing a process 

of 'decolonization' of its education system, aiming to reconnect education with Indian roots 

while aligning it with future global needs. The integration of the 'Indian Knowledge System' 

(IKS) is a crucial step in this perspective. 

Jain philosophy, a major pillar of the Indian Shramana tradition, provides a powerful 

foundation for fulfilling the objectives of NEP 2020 due to its logical depth, moral clarity, 

and practical utility. 
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1. Anekantavada and Multidisciplinary Approach: NEP 2020 emphasizes 

multidisciplinary education, breaking rigid boundaries between subjects. The Jain principle of 

'Anekantavada' teaches that truth has many aspects and no single perspective can encompass 

the whole. This is a powerful tool for developing intellectual tolerance and critical thinking. 

2. Ahimsa: Basis for Peace and Inclusive Education: NEP 2020 emphasizes 'inclusive and 

equitable' education. The core of Jain philosophy is 'Ahimsa' (non-violence), meaning not 

harming anyone through thought, word, or deed. It fosters a 'learning without fear' 

environment and teaches conflict resolution skills essential for global citizenship. 

3. Aparigraha and Sustainable Development: In the face of environmental degradation, 

the principle of 'Aparigraha' (non-possession) provides a philosophical framework for 

'sustainable development.' It encourages frugal use of resources, discouraging consumerism 

and inspiring eco-friendly lifestyles. 

4. Triratna: Holistic Development: NEP 2020 focuses on holistic personality development. 

The Jain 'Triratna' (Right Faith, Right Knowledge, Right Conduct) offers the best path for 

this. Integrating these elements creates students who are not only intellectually sharp but also 

morally steadfast. 

5. Self-Reliance and Purushartha: Jain philosophy considers individuals as the creators of 

their own destiny, which aligns with NEP 2020's goals of 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (Self-reliant 

India) and entrepreneurship. It encourages faith in one's own capacity and hard work rather 

than external reliance. 

 

The educational relevance of Jain philosophy under NEP 2020 lies in viewing education as a 

'preparation for life' rather than just a means of livelihood. It makes education humanistic, 

logical, and ethical. If the modern curriculum incorporates conceptual plurality via 

Anekantavada, social harmony via Ahimsa, and environmental balance via Aparigraha, India 

will be able to produce a generation that touches the heights of modern scientific progress 

while upholding the glory of its ancient genius. Integrating Jain philosophy will complete the 

'decolonization' of education and prove to be an essential foundational element in re-

establishing India as a 'Vishwa Guru' (Global Teacher). 

 

19.0 CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, it is clear that the confluence of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and 

Jain philosophy provides a new philosophical and practical dimension to the Indian education 

system. Viewing the principles of Jain philosophy solely from a religious perspective would 
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be narrow-minded; in reality, these principles prepare a comprehensive educational 

framework for the creation of a 'complete human being.' The goal of 'holistic development' in 

NEP 2020 aligns perfectly with the 'Triratna' (Right Knowledge, Right Faith, and Right 

Conduct) of Jain philosophy, which does not limit education to mere skill development but 

makes it a medium for the upliftment of life. 

The 'Anekantavada' (doctrine of many-sidedness) of Jain philosophy is the most effective tool 

for developing 'critical thinking' and intellectual tolerance in today's multidisciplinary 

educational environment. It teaches students that truth is relative and that respecting other 

perspectives is the foundation of true democracy and peace. Similarly, the principle of 

'Ahimsa' (non-violence) is not only helpful in creating a non-violent atmosphere on campus 

but is also an essential life-skill for students' mental health and stress management. The 

concept of 'Aparigraha' (non-possession) is the most relevant solution for environmental 

sustainability and 'Sustainable Development' in this age of unbridled consumerism. This 

research clarifies that the integration of these principles of Jain philosophy will accelerate the 

process of 'decolonization' of education. It will create a unique confluence of pride in one's 

cultural roots and curiosity toward a modern scientific outlook. When we combine ancient 

genius with modern coding, logic, and research methodologies, students become more 

original and innovative. The true purpose of education is not merely to provide degrees, but 

to build citizens who are intellectually competitive, morally sensitive, and socially 

responsible. Jain philosophy provides a 'shield of morality' to the education system to achieve 

this goal. To establish future India as a Vishwa Guru (Global Teacher), it is necessary that we 

provide space for these eternal human values in our education system. NEP 2020 is an 

opportunity, and Jain philosophy is the foundation that can together build a bright India 

where knowledge and compassion coexist. It is an educational journey that ultimately 

liberates the individual from the shackles of ignorance and leads them toward a complete and 

contented life. 
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